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Middlesx, Nov. 19, 1677. 

Mr. Wm. Stanard security for the payment of a fine imposed 
on Thos. Radly. 

[The persons bound over to keep the peace, or sued for tres- 
pass were adherents of Nathaniel Bacon during the Rebellion. ] 

(CONCLUDED) 



Historical and Genealogical Notes and Queries. 



Petition of People of Jamestown, i68j. 

To the Hon'ble » » * » embly of Virg'a, 

The Inhab'ts & freeholders of James City, 
Humbly p'sent, 

That ye s'd Citty according to Capt. Smith's discovery of Virg'a 
was dated in ye yeare 1607 & hath ever since been ye seate of ye Cheife 
Co'rts or Judiciatorie, & metropolis of this his Mat'ies ["Colony" 
erased] Country & dominion [In the margin is " Md., this Act was 
drawne up & passed ye howse Ap'l, 1682] yett ye certaine limitts & 
bounds, hath not by any publique Act or Instrument beene ascertained, 
although by report of ye Ancient Inhab'ts itt begins att ye Sandy Bay & 
Soe includes all ye Island. [Here is the following, erased: "Land be- 
tweene River & Creeke from thence to ye run or Slash of Wm. Briscoe, 
y't Smith's and soe to ye back Creeke."] We humbly pray y't ye said 
bounds may be ascertained by Act of Assembly. 

And whereas by one Act of ye last Session of Ass'bly itt was enjoyned 
y't 50 acres of land should be laid out for a Town in James Citty att ye 
rate of 10000 lb. tob'co, We humbly inform yo'r hon'rs y't ye land in the 
s'd Citty is of Considerable value & not one acre there but cost above 
5 1. sterl., besides our great charg in building. And therefore we hum- 
bly p'pose y't we & ye owners of the land in ye s'd Citty May have 
lib'ty to build store howses there [in case it be enjoyned] & if we fayle, 
that then any others may have land assigned y'm by ye County Co'rt 
upon paym't of soe much as ye land shall [be] valued att, by an able 
Jury, according to ye Law [In margin, "land for mills is to be valued 
by a Jury"] & presidents of Engl'd in ye like cases: And y't ye whole 
Island may be assigned to build on. And for y't itt is our desyer y't all 
Nuisances & corrupcons of ye Air may be hereafter removed & ye Citty 
for ye future Kept clean & decent w'ch can not well be don without a 
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Law * * * & ye p'ticuler wayes & meanes to effect ye Same • * 
tedious & troublesome for yo'r hon'rs to direct & sett down, We humbly 
pray y't as Lib'ty is given to ye severall Countys of this Colony to make 
by laws: soe authority may be given to ye major p't of ye freeholders 
& howsekeepers for ye better governing & conveniency of ye s'd Citty 
& Inhabitants thereof: 

And whereas there is a Marsh in lames Citty Island not hitherto 
taken up or pattented by any, w'ch by ord'r of the R't hon'ble ye 
Govern'r & Councel was & is to lye in Com'on for all ye Inhab'ts of 
James Citty, we humbly pray that the said order of ye General Court 
may be confirmed by Act of Assembly. 

Wm. Sherwood, 
Tho. Parsons, 
Wm. Edwards. [?] 

Cop. pet. Ja. Citty, 168a. 

(From the Ambler MSS., Congressional Library.) 

[So far as the acts printed in Hening show, the Assembly took no 
action in regard to this petition.] 



General I. E. B. Stuart. 

It is not generally known that Gen. J. E. B. Stuart, or James Ewell Brown 
Stuart spent his early youth in what was formerly Henry county, where his 
greatgrandfather, Colonel Wm. Letcher, was, in 1781, shot and killed 
by a British loyalist, named Nichols. His mother was then an infant in 
the cradle. Colonel Letcher was buried near the place where he was 
killed, about five miles northeast from Mt. Airy, N. C, where his grave 
and monument mav now be seen. Soon after Colonel Letcher's death 
his widow married Major George Hairston, and a few years after moved 
to Beaver Creek, now the home of Major J. T. W. Hairston, near Mar- 
tinsville, Virginia. 

General Greene in retreating, before Lord Cornwallis, from South 
Carolina crossed the Yadkin river at Trading Ford, near Salisbury, and 
was pursued by Cornwallis to Dan river, his cavalry crossing at Dix'es 
Ferry, a few miles below Danville, Virginia ; whilst the main army 
crossed lower down, in Halifax county, Virginia, whither General 
Greene had sent boats to meet them, and where the remains of an em- 
bankment thrown up by Kosciusko may yet be seen. General Greene 
then continued his retreat to Halifax old court house, where he remained 
for some time to rest and recruit his army. 

Cornwallis regretted Greene's escape; and though himself, mounted 
on a black stallion, swam the Dan river twice above Danville, he found 
that his troops were unable to follow him. Whilst General Greene was 
resting his troops in Halifax county, Colonel Letcher made his unfortu- 
nate visit to his home in this county, in which Nichols was engaged in 
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collecting beef cattle for Cornwallis' army, then encamped near Hills- 
borough, N. C, where Cornwallis had erected the King's banner, claim- 
ing North Carolina as a conquered province of Great Britain. 

General Greene soon afterwards recrossed the Dan river, and met 
Cornwallis at Guilford C. H. 

When Gen'l J. E. B. Stuart's grandmother was grown she married 
David Pannill, of Orange county, Virginia, by whom she had two chil- 
dren, namely, Elizabeth L. Pannill and William L. Pannill, both named 
for their grandfather, Colonel Letcher. 

When Elizabeth L. Pannill was grown, she married Archibald Stuart, 
son of Judge Stuart, and James was her third son, for whom, through 
the influence of Dr. Thomas P. Averett, then member of congress from 
this district, she secured the appointment to West Point; her husband, 
then dead, having been a member of congress from this district. 

General Stuart was always called James where he was born, but when 
he went to West Point he was first called " Beauty " by reason of his 
supposed ugliness; but as he grew up his gracefulness as a cavalryman 
was remarkable, and then the cadets began to call him " Jeb." 

C. B. Bryant. 
Martinsville, Va., Aug. 5th, 1904. 



The Offley Family. 

(Compiled from The Genealogist, Vols. XIX, XX, and a Chart Pedigree 
of Osborne, Duke of Leeds. ) 

Pedigree of Sara Offley, who married, first, Captain Adam Thorowgood, 
second, Captain John Gookin, third, Col. Francis Yardley, and is 
the ancestress of many families in Virginia and Maryland. 

John 1 Offley of Staffordshire married Margery. Their son, Wililam* 
Offley, twice mayor of Stafford, and afterwards living in Chester where 

he was sheriff, 1517, married, first, Dorrington, of Stafford, and 

second, the widow of Rogerson, Alderman of Chester. 

Robert* Offley, eldest son of the second marriage was born at Chester, 
was executor of his half brother v Sir Thomas Offley, Knt, went to Lon- 
don with his brothers, where he became a wealthy merchant. He was 
buried at St. Benet's, Grace Church street, London, April 29, 1596. He 

married Brakin (the widow Rose). She was buried at St. Benet's, 

October 8, 1572. Their son Robert 4 Offley, Turkey Merchant, married 
Anne Osborne, baptized at St. Dionis Back Church, 25 March, 1570, 
married there 3 February, 1588-9. He was buried at St. Benet Grace 
Church, London, 16 May, 1625, she surviving. Anne Osborne was the 
daughter of Sir Edward Osborne (Knighted at Westminster, 2 February, 
1591, sheriff of London, 1578, Lord Mayor, 1585, buried in St. Dionis 
Back Church, London, 14 February, 1591-2), and Ann, daughter and 
sole heiress of Sir William Hewett, Lord Mayor of London, 1559, "amer- 
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chant of great repute," married in 1562, buried at St. Martin Orgar's 
London, 14 July, 1585. Sir Edward Osborne was the son of Richard 
Osborne, of Ashford county, Kent, and his wife Jane, daughter of John 
Broughton, of Broughton, sister and heiress to Edward and Lancelyn 
Broughton, of Broughton county, Westmoreland. Richard Osborne was 
the son of Richard Osborne and of his wife, Elizabeth, daughter of 

Fyldene, of county Kent. The Osborne family was early seated 

at Ashford, county Kent. John Osborne, of Canterbury, appears in the 
list of Kentish gentry, 12th of Henry" VI. Sara 5 Offley, daughter of 
Robert Offley and Anne Osborne, was baptized at St. Benet's, London, 
16 April, 1609, married at St. Anne's, Blackfriars, to Adam Thorowgood, 
July 18, 1637, died in Virginia, 1657. Her tomb, on Church Point, 
Princess Anne county, at the site of the old church there, had on it a 
handsomely carved coat-of-arms, which was seen in 1S19, byagentleman 
who gave the inscription on the tomb but did not describe the arms. 
The Offley and Osborne arms are as follows: 

Offley: On a cross patee flory between four Cornish Chougs, a lion 

passant. 
Osborne: Ermine and az; a cross or. 

Kate Mason Rowland. 



Moravian Missionaries and the Scotch-Irish. 

In the journal of the Moravian missionary, who went from Penn- 
sylvania to Georgia, in the year 1743-4, published in the April number 
of The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, the writer, while 
in the lower Valley of Virginia, wrote as follows: 

" I asked him [Joist Hite] for the way to Carolina. He told me of 
one which runs for iso miles through Irish settlements, the district being 
known as the Irish tract. I had no desire to take this way, and as no one 
could tell me the right way I felt somewhat depressed. I asked the Lord 
to show me the right way, but slept little that night." 

The following note is appended to the extract from the journal just 
quoted: 

" The way indicated to the missionary would have led him through the 
present counties of Rockingham, Augusta, Rockbridge and Botetourt, 
then, in the fullest sense of the term, the land of the Scotch-Irish. Why 
an inoffensive missionary should have dreaded the prospect of a journey 
through this country is a question to be answered by the historians of 
that race." 

I am not a historian of the Scotch-Irish race, but being tolerably well 
acquainted with the history of the early settlers of the counties named, 
and being a descendant of one of them, I must repel the fling at them 
by the writer of the note. 
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The intimation is, that the missionary was afraid of physical violence 
if he undertook to traverse the valley. 

In the first place, however, in all my researches I have never found 
any account of, or allusion to, any mistreatment of " inoffensive mission- 
aries," by the Scotch-Irish of the valley. And, in the next place, if a 
Moravian missionary had felt that it was his duty to visit the "Irish 
tract," neither the Scotch-Irish nor Satan himself could have kept him 
away. 

It must be observed that the missionary assigns no reason for turning 
aside from the valley route, but simply says, " I had no desire to take 
this way." His reason may be inferred from another part of the journal. 
His errand was to German people, of whom there were very few in this 
part of the valley at that time. He could not speak the English lan- 
guage intelligently, so as to preach to English speaking people. In the 
former part of the journal, alluding to people who probably lived near the 
border of the " Irish tract," he says: "They urged me to give them a ser- 
mon, but my deficiency in the English language prevented me from 
doing it, * * I was requested to baptize the child of an English- 
man, nine months old, but I refused." 

He, therefore, went across the Blue Ridge and visited and preached to 
a German settlement east of the mountains. 

J. A. W., Staunton, Va. 

Letters from General Nat. Greene to Colonel Charles 
Harrison. 

[We are indebted to Miss Davidson, of Petersburg, Va., for the fol- 
lowing copies of the original letters, the property of a descendant of 
Colonel Harrison, Mrs. Warner Moore, of Richmond, Va. Colonel 
Harrison was appointed colonel of the first regiment Continental Ar- 
tillery, January t, 1777, to rank from November 30, 1776, and served to 
June, 1783. Drury Ragsdale was a captain in the first Continental Ar- 
tillery. Heitman states that he served until October, 1778, but these let- 
ters show that he was in service in 1781 and 1782. He was from Virginia.] 

Head Quarters, High hills of Santee, Sept. 29th, 1781. 

Dear Sir,— I was favored with your letter of the 28th of August, 
since which I have not heard from you. 

Captain Gaines will give all the news from this quarter, & the particu- 
lars of the late action at Eutaw. 

A few days ago Captain Ragsdale arrived in Camp, who has taken 
command of the whole artillery, and from the unsettled state of the 
Maryland artillery and the uncertainty of their belonging to your Regi- 
ment, recommended sending Captain Gaines back again to Virginia, as 
he could not take command without interfering with the officers of the 
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Maryland line under Captain Brown, which he thought might produce 
more inconvenience than advantage. 

I congratulate you on our happy prospects in Virginia, and upon the 
glorious opportunity you will have of sharing them. But amidst all your 
great good fortune, don't forget this little Army, but put things in the 
best slate you can to afford us relief in the articles of — — ammunition 
and bayonets. I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient Humble servant, 

Nath'l Greene. 
To Col. Charles Harrison, Continental Artillery. 



Head Quarters, Pompon, January 25th, 1782. 

Dear Sir, — Your letter of the 22nd of December, I have had the 
pleasure to receive, and am happy to hear of your recovery. 

I thank you kindlly for your assurances of friendly offices & am per- 
suAded you will do all in your power to forward the service under my 
direction. 

I am glad you are forwarding the arms, as they were much wanted. 
The artillery men will also be an agreeable re-inforcement. 

Captain Ragsdale left this post some days past to represent our situa- 
tion to the Assembly of your State; after which I directed him to report 
himself to you, and to take your Orders. 

We have driven the enemy from post to post, until they are obliged to 
take shelter in Charles Town and Savannah. But we are in no small 
dread of re-inforcements coming to their aid, which will oblige us to 
run in turn. 

I wish you perfect health and shall be happy to see you in Camp 
when you have got all matters regulated in Virginia and North Carolina. 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Your most obedient Humble Servant, 

Nath'l Greene. 

To Col. Charles Harrisoc. 

[Subsequently Gen. Charles Harrison. This gentleman was the 
oungest son of Col. Benjamin Harrison, of Berkeley, James river. 
His mother was Anne Carter, daughter of " King Carter," of Coro- 
toman, Lancaster county, Va.] 



Virginia Council, 1641. 

Court held at James City October 13, 1641. 

Present : 

Sir Francis Wyat, Knt., Governor. 

Captain John West, Captain Wm. Pierce, Mr. George Menefye, Mr. 
Wm. Brocas, Mr. Amb. Harmer, Mr. Richmond Bennet. 
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Ordered that a lease for 21 years be granted to Sir F. Wyat for 50 acres 
in Pashbehayes and for 3 acres in James City Island. 
(Ambler Papers, Congressional Library.) 



Virginia Council, 1660. 
A Quarter Court at James City October 17, 1660. 
Present : 

Sir Wm. Berkeley, Governor. 

Coll. Guy Molesworth, Coll. Hen. Browne, Col. Fran. Morryson, Col. 
Wm. Bernard, Coll. Edward Hill, Coll. Rich'd Lee, Coll. Thos. Dewe, 
Coll. Obed. Robins, Col. Abra. Wood, Coll. Edward Carter, Col. Aug. 
Warner. 

Edward Chilton, Clk. Cur. 

(Ambler Papers, Congressional Library.) 



Bacon-Kingsmill. — Deed, July 26, 1661, from Nathaniel Bacon and 
Elizabeth his wife, conveying to Nicholas Meriwether a lot in James City, 
formerly in possession of Richard Kingsmill, Esq., and now the property 
of the said Elizabeth as his daughter and heir. (Ambler Papers, Con- 
gressional Library.) 

Henrico County Court, February i, 1669. 
Present : 

The Hon. Coll. Tho. Steggs, Esq'r. 

Mr. Wm. Baugh, Lieu. Coll. Tho. Ligon, Maj. Wm. Farrar, Capt. 
Frances Eppes, Comis'rs. 

Record that Mr. John Knowles of this county, formerly of James City, 
made a deed, &c. 

Wm. Fisher, CI. Court [Henrico]. 

(Ambler Papers, Congressional Library.) 



Anderson, of Hanover — Deed, April 5, 1745, from Robert Ander- 
son (eldest son and heir of David Anderson, late of King William county, 
deceased), and Frances, his wife, of St. Martin's Parish, Hanover 
county, conveying to Ambler land on Taylor's creek, Hanover, part of 
which was patented by David Anderson in 1721. 



The Byrd Library at Westover. 

" This Day is Published 

A Catalogue of the valuable Library, the Property of the Estate of the 
late Hon. William Byrd, Esq., consisting of near 4,000 Volumes, in all 
Languages and Faculties, contained in twenty-three double Presses of 
black Walnut, and also a valuble Assortment of philisophical Instruments, 
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and capital Engravings, the Whole in excellent Order. Great Part of 
the Books in elegant Bindings, and of the best Editions, and a consider- 
able Number of them very Scarce. Catalogues may be seen at Messrs. 
Dixon & Hunter's in Williamsburg, and at most of the Book-Sellers 
upon the Continent, and also at Westover, where the Library may be 
viewed, and the Executrix will treat with those who are inclined to pur- 
chase the Whole." 

(From the Virginia Gazette, Williamsburg, Decemher 26, 1777. 
Copied by Mr. Edward Wilson James.) 

We are indebted to Mr. J. W. Johnson, of Philadelphia, a member of 
the well known firm of law book publishers, for the following informa- 
tion in regard to the catalogue of the Westover Library which is now in 
Philadelphia. 

It may interest you to know that while we have been unable to find 
any printed catalogue of the Westover Library, we have found in the 
Ridgeway Branch of the Philadelphia Library a smalt folio manuscript 
catalogue made by J. Stretch. It is written on the rough paper of the 
times, and the books are listed just as they were arranged in the casesi 
thus, " Case 1 bottom shelf" (names of books), " inall — volumes," &c. 

It is handsomely bound in red morocco, and has the book plate in 
front. 

Gabriel Bidell was probably a bookseller, though we do not remember 
ever to have seen a similar certificate in any other book. 

" Westover Library " is the title on the back of a manuscript volume 
in the Philadelphia Library, the title page of which reads, 

A 

Catalogue 

of 

Books, 

in the Library 

at 

Westover; 

belonging to 

William Byrd, Esq'r. 

J. Stretch fecit. 

No attempt has been made at alphabetical arrangement by authors, 
but the books were classified in the library under various heads, as 
"History, Voyages, Travels, &c," "Law. Tryals, &c," " Physick, 
&c," "Entertainment, Poetry, Translations. &c," "Divinity, &c," 
" French Books, chiefly entertainment, &c," " Classicks & other Latin 
and Greek Authors." 
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Page i is headed 

" Case No. i Lowest shelf. Folio." 

This shelf contained Maxia's Emperor's, Mather's History of New 
England, &c, &c, ending with the Dial of Princess. 

The number of volumes is given at the bottom of the list for each 
shelf, thus "case number i lowest shelf" is shown to have contained 
"In all 17 volumes." Second shelf " In all 18 vols.," &c. 

The cases were numbered from 1 to 15 and No. A to No. H, and con- 
tained from four to six shelves each. 

It would be an easy matter if time permitted, or you were interested 
in knowing, to give the total number of volumes named on the 104 pages 
of the catalogue, which is a small folio handsomely bound in red mo- 
rocco, gilt edges. Unfortunately theie is no date to fix the time of its 
compilation, nor are the dates or places of publication of the books 
given, except in one instance where " Paris Edition " follows the name, 
and another where the period covered by a history is given as ending in 
1718. 

The book plate of "William Byrd of Westover in Virginia Esqr.," is 
on the cover. 

The three books now in my possession, 1. e., The Reports of Sir Ed- 
ward Coke, published from 1613 to 1660, each one having the Byrd book 
plate, are catalogued as having stood in case No. 6, second shelf, among 
such good company as "Noy's Reports, Winch's Reports, Laws of Ja- 
maica," &c. 

The catalogue is one of five hundred volumes presented to the Library 
Company of Philadelphia by the late William Mackenzie, and was 
" bought of N. G. Dufief Bookseller," as shown by a memorandum on 
the flyleaf. 



MUSGRAVE. 

I desire information in regard to an ancestor, Michael Musgrave, who 
settled in Virginia between 1640 and 1700. I have a copy of the inscrip- 
tion on the grave-stone of his daughter, which throws light on the sub- 
ject. 

I have before me a letter from a very old lady, who remembers hear- 
ing her grandmother (my great-grandmother) talk of Michael Musgrave 
having migrated to Virginia, and he and his wife having died there of 
some epidemic, and leaving their only child, a daughter, an orphan. This 
writer went on to say that the little girl was left without her parents at 6 
years old, and was sent for by her uncle, a wealthy bachelor rector, of 
Woolbeding parish, county of Sussex, England, and that the little giq 
was carried through the streets of London at the time of the great 
plague, having a cloth dipped in vinegar thrown over her face. 

The great plague, as you know, was in 1665, and if this tradition is 
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correct, the daughter of Michael Musgrave must have been born in Vir- 
ginia about 1659. 

Now I think there is a mistake in the date somewhere, for I have be- 
fore me the actual quotations from the tombstones sent by the Vicar of 
Woolbeding church, which tell a different story as to dates. 

The first reads : " Here lyeth the body of Thomas Musgrave, rector 
of this Parish and Prebendary of Chichester, who died September 15, 

I725-" 

This was the brother of Michael Musgrave, the Virginian. The rec- 
tor adds in his notes : "Thomas Musgrave was Rector of this church 
from 1670 to 1725." 

The second tombstone reads : " Here lyeth the body of Elizabeth 
wife of Ogle Riggs, of Hollist in the Parish of Easbourne in the County 
of Sussex, Esq. She was daughter of Michael Musgrave of The Parish 
of Christ Church in Verginia, who was brother of Rev. Thomas Mus- 
grave, Rector of this place. She departed this life the 23rd day of Jan- 
uary, 1762, Aged 62. Here also lyeth the body of Ogle Riggs, who 
departed this life the 5th day of December, 1766, aged 79." 

A. E. Goodman, Vancouver, B. C. 

[The register of Christ Church parish, Middlesex county, Va., which 
has been published by the Virginia Society of Colonial Dames, con- 
tains the following entries : "Elizabeth Musgrave Daughter of Mich'll 
Musgrave was baptiz'd 19th November, 1682. Michaell Musgrave and 
Elizabeth Ball were married 12th of Aprill, 1680. Thomas Musgrave ye 
Sone of Michaell & Elizabeth Musgrave bap'tz. 23th May, 1686. Eliza- 
beth Musgrave the Dauter of Michaell & Elizabeth Musgrave was borne 
18th of August, 1693."] 

Kendall. 

Information is desired concerning the ancestors or descendants of 
William Kendall, of Northampton, whose silverware is mentioned in the 
records of that county for 1689. 

The names, ancestors or descendants of the Kendall family, which is 
described as residing "thirty miles from Richmond," towards the end 
of the eighteenth century and the beginning of the nineteenth. One 
man belonging to this family (bearing the name of Kendall) married a 
lady named Washington, and had a son, James Kendall, who emigrated 
to Kentucky about 1805-9. 

The ancestors or descendants of the three brothers who emigrated 
from England about 1640, and gave rise to the Kendall family from 
which George Wilkins Kendall, of the Picayune, was descended. 

Thanking you for your courtesy, I remain, 

John S. Kendall, 
The Daily Picayune, New Orleans, La. 
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Biography op Thomas Emmerson. 
By Henry Francis Beaumont, Atlanta, Georgia. 
Situated on the highest point in the little mountain town of Jonesboro 
— distinguished by being the first township organized in the Common- 
wealth of Tennessee — is the "old cemetery," the first established in 
that section, and therein, neglected and forgotten, a matted veil of ivy 
and other creepers almost entirely obscuring it, is a monument of sand- 
stone, upon which is inscribed in letters nearly undecipherable: 

Sacred 

To the Memory of 

Thomas Emmerson. 

Born at 

Lawrenceville Courthouse, 

Brunswick County, Virginia, 

June 23, 1773. 

Died 
July 22, 1837. 

Though lamentably brief, this inscription contains facts of high value, 
by means of which the life of a man, who in his day was one of the 
most honorable and prominent in east Tennessee, is preserved from 
sheer oblivion — in that it supplies the alpha and omega of his biography, 
upon which other less important facts, though more interesting, may be 
hung. 

This man, Thomas Emmerson, a native of Virginia and an adopted 
son of the Volunteer State, was a member of the first board of alder- 
men of Knoxville, was the first mayor of that city, was a charter trustee 
of the East Tennessee College, which is the University of Tennessee 
today, was afterwards its secretary for eight years, was a charter trustee 
of Hampden-Sydney Academy and of the Knoxville Female Academy 
also, was a commissioner for the establishment of the original Bank of 
Knoxville, was a member of the State Superior Court, thence sat upon 
the bench of the Supreme Court, and in addition bore other honors and 
distinctions, in many ways having won title to rank amid the great men 
of Tennessee. 

Judge Thomas Emmerson came to Tennessee in 1800, and the fact 
that he was a man of extraordinary character is borne out by his having 
been a member of the District Court of Virginia, his native State, be- 
fore he came to this State, even though he was then only twenty-seven 
years of age. Born of the landed gentry of the Old Dominion State, 
with the red blood of the cavalier coursing through his veins, better 
educated than the ordinary man of that day, his seeking for recognition 
of his talent and ability was quickly rewarded. 

Knoxville, Knox county, Tenn., was founded in 1786 by Colonel 
Ja mes White; the town was incorporated on October 27, 1815, and on 
7 
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January 13, 1816, about three months later, the first meeting of the 
board of aldermen of the new township was held. Thomas Emmerson, 
James Dardis, Thomas McCorry, Rufus Morgan, James Park, Thomas 
W. Humes and John M. Cullen, composed the board — from that body 
and by its action the first named being chosen as mayor. 

Thomas Emmerson had been appointed a trustee of the East Ten- 
nessee College, the immediate successor to Barbara Blount College and 
the immediate predecessor to the University of Tennessee, in 1807, and 
the same year had been appointed to a seat upon the bench of the Su- 
perior Court of the State — in the latter capacity serving until the aboli- 
tion of the court by the enactment, dated November 16, 1809, which 
established the State Supreme Court of Errors and Appeals. He had 
also been serving as secretary of the East Tennessee College from 1812, 
his service lasting eight years, and in 181 1 had become trustee for both 
the Hampden-Sydney Academy and the Knoxville Female Academy, 
demonstrating the prominent part taken by him in the affairs of the 
community, and his appointment to a cominissionership for the founda- 
tion of the Bank of Knoxville, chartered as "the Bank of the State of 
Tennessee," in the same year, further establishes his public character, 
hence there is little doubt but that his election to the mayoralty of Knox- 
ville was a popular and wise choice. 

While filling this office Judge Emmerson was also serving upon the 
bench of the first Circuit Court, 1816-1818, and in 1S19 he became an 
associate justice of the supreme judiciary, serving for four years, and 
thence, at the age of forty-nine, retiring and establishing his residence 
jn Jonesboro, then a village of much importance. With a large legal 
practice and with a fine farm nearby the town, Judge Emmerson lived a 
life of activity, though one of which there is no record in detail, until 
1833, when he purchased the Washington Republican and Farmer's 
Journal, which was being published at Jonesboro. 

He acted as editor of this papet from '33 to '37, associated with him 
being Hon. S. W. J. Lucky, who was afterward, from '45 to '47, judge of 
the circuit court. Hon. Mr. Lucky acted as business manager of the 
paper. Previous to his entrance upon editorial duties Judge Emmerson 
had taken much interest in the improvement of the agricultural methods 
and resources of east Tennessee, he and Hon. David A. Deadei ick hav- 
ing introduced the first cast iron plow to that section, and Judge Emmer- 
son devoted much attention to such topics in the publication with the 
result that the Washington Republican and Farm jr s Journal was very 
successful at the time of his death, July 22, 1837. the sixty-fourth year of 
his age. 

In the April, 1903, number of the American Historical Magazine, an 
article by myself was printed bearing upon this same subject, Judge 
Thomas Emmerson, in which additional information as to his birth and 
death, his people and his life, were besought. That article inspired such 
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correspondence as to develop the facts embodied in this and with which 
are woven practically all that is known of the man by the men of to-day. 
It was Col. John S. Mathes, author of Governors of Tennessee, who said 
in a letter: 

"The inscription upon the grave of Judge Emmerson, as quoted 
already, " is almost illegible and one without knowledge of what should 
be there could not decipher it." 

Beside the grave of Judge Emmerson is that of his estimable wife, 
who was born in Wilks county, N. C, and who died in Jonesboro in 
1858 at the age of sixty-nine. The marble monument above her grave 
is of Italian stone and is almost perfect in contour and lettering. There 
in that silent city of the dead, the "old cemetery" of Jonesboro, are 
buried others known to fame, among whom are Col. John Aiken, gifted 
and eloquent, who made the race against Andrew Johnson for Congress 
in 1843, General A. E. Jackson, brilliant W. E. Munsey, Chief Justice J. 
W. Deaderick, Congressman John Blair and Samuel Cunnigham Blair, 
the latter the first president of the East Tennessee and Virginia Rail- 
way, now the Southern system, are also buried there. 

Judge Thomas Emmerson left a son, Thomas Emmerson II, who mar- 
ried a Miss Green, of Washington county, and by whom there are one 
or two of the name living to-day. Ada Emmerson, granddaughter of 
Judge Emmerson, married E. A. Broyles, of Knoxville, and John L. 
Davis, a wealthy coal operator of the same place, a cousin of hers, but 
with these exceptions there are no descendants of Judge Emmerson, the 
man whose scholarship and wisdom won such high honors in the day 
when such qualities were not fully recognized, living to-day. 



The King William Vestry Book.— Circumstances beyond the 
control of anyone have made it necessrry to defer the next instalment of 
this vestry book until January. 



